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had come to know him personally and had formed a high
estimate of his abilities, and he was promoted to the rank
of Colonel and second in command of the work in India
and Ceylon. It was a unique and daring innovation in
the history of Missions, being the first instance, so far as
I am aware, of an Indian being placed in command of
European Missionaries. He had under him at the time
about 150 European, and 150 Indian Officers. He was
accepted and followed with equal alacrity and cheerfulness
by all, and I cannot recollect any instance of our European
Officers objecting to his authority.
They loved him and regarded him, not only as a man of
God, but as a born leader of his people.
The influence wielded by Weerasooriya was something
truly remarkable, and certainly without parallel in the
history of missionary work in India. The secret of his
power is perhaps disclosed in the following description of
how he settled a difficulty which had arisen between two
Officers.
The Lieutenant thought she ought to be Captain.
Explanations seemed useless, so he arranged a private
meeting with them. He got one of them to fetch some
water, and began to wash their feet. They burst into
tears, and tried to stop him. But he declared that unless
they allowed him to do it, they should have no part or lot
with him in the Heavenly Kingdom. While he washed,
they wept. Then they had a melting time before the
Lord, and he heard no more of any ill-feelings. After-
wards, the Captain took to washing the Lieutenant's feet,
and love was the conqueror.
A still more striking example is related of the way in
which Weerasooriya overcame the opposition which he
sometimes encountered. The incident took place in Kandy,
while the revival which followed his conversion was at its
height. The striking conversions that then took place,
not only amongst Christian students, but amongst
Buddhists, caused an outburst of hostility among the
rougher elements of the Buddhist community. The life
of Weerasooriya was threatened.
Weerasooriya met the opposition in his own characteristic
fearless way. He announced that be would conduct an